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my favorite falcons

zander
Z ander is gyr x peregrine tiercel bred in my proj-

ect. He favors the gyrfalcon, resembling a sil-
ver jerkin. His style also favors the gyr. He’s an 
excellent game hawk trained by my traditional 

methods using pigeons and wild quarry. He flies around 810 
grams with a powerful wing beat!

Zander has had several eagle encounters and survived! Those 
experiences have given this tiercel a better chance of enjoy-
ing a long career hawking sage grouse. Zander flies great 
in all conditions. He has a good pitch and provides exciting 
flights with good success. In 2009, he took second place at 
the Utah Sky Trials. This strong-flying tiercel is always fun to 
watch. Zander has learned to work with TJ the pointer; after 
the initial flush he often knocks a grouse to the ground and 
waits for the pointer to put it up again. He throws up high, 
putting himself in good position to finish the flight.

Zander was lost when the ring on his block perch broke at 
the weld in my backyard in Utah. That has to be one of the 

worst feelings – to look for your bird on the block and see 
that it’s gone, leash and all. Our house is surrounded by sub-
urbia. I was sick! I felt hopeless. Where do you start? 

It was late November 2012, and Zander had been in top 
shape after almost three months of hawking. I called several 
friends to help. Aaron Albiston and Robert Bagley met me at 
my house before light the next morning. I decided we would 
start swinging lures along the lakefront, two miles west of 
my house. The plan was for the three of us to swing lures at 
intervals of a quarter mile. We would swing for 15 minutes, 
then the last falconer would leapfrog past the front person 
and continue on. Don’t call me lucky – call me double lucky! 
Zander came in to the lead falconer, Aaron, in the first ten 
minutes, who then called my cell phone with the good news! 
I was so relieved! I now have a beautiful COVERED weather-
ing area. Don’t wait for a tragedy – always have a covered 
weathering area!

Zander has continued to develop into a fine hunting falcon. 
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During the 2016-17 seasons, he learned to follow the car. When I reach an area 
with good grouse habitat, I simply put him up and release the pointer, then I 
get back in the car and start driving slowly. Marshall Radio Telemetry’s new GPS 
systems make this possible, as I can watch my phone and see where the falcon 
is, what pitch he’s at, and how fast he’s moving. Zander has followed the car for 
over an hour on several occasions. When the pointer finds a grouse, I stop and 
get out the GPS to determine Zander’s exact location. He takes a nice pitch with 
this method. I then exit the truck and continue on to flush the grouse.

At the close of Zander’s 11th season in January 2018, I introduced him to the 
drone. This was difficult as he initially showed no interest in it at all.  I had to 
stop hawking and fly the drone exclusively with him every day for a month, 
but I finally got him to fly to it. By the end of the month, he was going up 1600 
feet. This season I plan to start him on the drone until he seems fit, then begin 

hunting. I know some would say sacrificing a month of hawking to get a bird 
on the drone is a waste, but I was finished for the season due to excessive 
snow and too many eagles.

Working Zander to the drone helped his pitch! He had the high-
est pitch at the 2018 Utah Sky Trials, hitting 1397 feet. Flying 
falcons is not just about taking game, it’s about taking game in 
good style with beautiful flights. 

my favorite falcons - zander

“Flying  falcons is not just about taking game,
						        . . . it’s about taking game in good style with beautiful flights.”
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